Quantitative autoradiography of striatal dopamine D1, D2 and re-uptake sites in rats with vacuous chewing movements.
Rats treated with haloperidol that developed vacuous chewing movements (VCM), a possible animal model of tardive dyskinesia, were studied with quantitative autoradiography for dopamine type-1 (D1) and type-2 (D2) receptors as well as dopamine re-uptake sites. Haloperidol increased striatal D2 receptors, but did not affect D1 receptors or the dopamine re-uptake site. D2 receptor increases occurred in rats with and without VCMs. In so far as VCM is a model for tardive dyskinesia, haloperidol induced increases in striatal D2 receptors do not appear to be etiologic for these abnormal movements.